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October 2014

ReadyCampus
A ReadyCampus event, 
Oct. 14, promoted disaster 
preparedness for Univer-
sity of Nebraska-Lincoln 
students. Nebraska Emer-
gency Management Agen-
cy  was represented at the 
event by Citizen Corps 
Planning Specialist Ryan 
Lowry (pictured above, 
left), and Public Informa-
tion Officer Jodie Fawl. 
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National Emergency 
Management Association 
Annual Conference 2014 

Atlanta, Georgia

A Message from
Bryan Tuma  
NEMA Assistant Director

Craig Fugate, administrator of the Federal Emergency Management agency talks with emergency managers from all states at the Na-
tional Emergency Management Association Annual Conference in Atlanta. Jeffrey Stern, state coordinator for the Virginia Department of 
Emergency Management tweeted the picture, Oct. 10, with the following question “The most prepared room in USA right now?”

For the past few months, I have been trying to meet emergency managers and our partners in emergency response 

across the state of Nebraska as I settle into my position as assistant director. Earlier this month, I got the opportunity 

to meet my counterparts from other states at the National Emergency Management Association’s annual conference in 

Atlanta. During the conference we got a briefing from FEMA Administrator Craig Fugate about the current state of emergency 

management programs and activities at the federal level. 

 We learned that there is a lot of activity related to legislative proposals in Congress, but nothing that appears to signifi-

cantly modify current programs or methods of operations. It looks like funding levels for the Emergency Management Perfor-

mance Grant (EMPG) should remain constant. Given the trend of more disasters, more severe weather and more devastating 

events, Congress will be questioning the cost/benefit of the traditional approach to hazard mitigation moving to a process of 

hardening, improving or relocating infrastructure so that dollars expended will significantly reduce the need for repeating miti-

gation activities in problematic areas. Insurability requirements will also likely be imposed on infrastructure, and this will drive 

a lot of mitigation activities.

 We can also expect the preliminary damage assessment (PDA) process for future disasters to receive greater scrutiny as 

FEMA’s inspector general has noted a propensity for inaccurate or inflated damage estimates. In many cases, the actual costs 

of repairs were only a third of the PDA estimates. With that in mind, we need to expect substantial modifications to the cur-

rent PDA process.

 Overall, the conference was an excellent opportunity to get updated nationally and discover how it may impact the 

citizens of Nebraska. 
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More than 90 representatives from 
40 community agencies participated 
Oct. 28 in a training exercise to prac-
tice emergency response in the event 
of a potential or identified case of 
Ebola, or any other serious infectious 
disease, in the community.  

The training, sponsored by the 
Lincoln-Lancaster County Health De-
partment (LLCHD), involved hospital 
infection control professionals and 
emergency preparedness coordinators 
,as well as local public health and state 
public safety agencies and community 
Healthcare Coalition members.

NEMA’s Dan Hiller, Dave Reisen 
and Alisia LaMay were among the 
participants.

The exercise used three scenarios 
to allow participants to simulate how 
agencies would communicate and 
coordinate efforts to ensure that all 
safety and clinical procedures were 
followed to treat patients and to 
ensure the safety of healthcare and 
emergency response workers and the 
public.  

“While the risk to the general public 
of exposure to Ebola is highly unlikely, 
it’s important to  provide the most 
accurate information about the virus 
to healthcare and emergency workers, 

as well as to the public,” said Tim Tim-
mons, LLCHD’s communicable disease 
program supervisor.  

Health Director Judy Halstead said 
this type of exercise is not new to the 
agencies involved.  

“To be thoroughly prepared for 
an emergency in our community, the 
medical community, local govern-
ment agencies and others have been 
involved in routine training for more 

than a decade,” she said.  “This training 
has included our response to serious 
infectious diseases. Working together 
on a regular basis helps ensure that 
when we need to come together to 
plan for potential emergencies in our 
community, we are well prepared and 
ready to take action.”

More information about Ebola is 
available from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention at cdc.gov.

Lincoln Lancaster County Health Department 
Sponsors Ebola Preparedness Exercise

Nebraska Emergency Management Agency, Nebraska State Patrol and Nebraska Military 
Department Staff participate in a training exercise to practice emergency response in the 
event of an Ebola case in the community.

Participants in a training exercise wrap up their discussion on the emergency response that would be needed in the event of an Ebola case 
in Lancaster County.

http://cdc.gov
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kA ReadyCampus event, Oct. 
14, promoted disaster pre-
paredness for University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln students.

The theme for the event 
focused on pet and animal pre-
paredness, and students were 

ReadyCampus Event at UNL 
Encourages Preparedness

UNL students learn about pet preparedness after receiving Bad Day Bags.

Jancy, NEMA Public Information Officer Jodie Fawl’s dog, rests from her duties 
promoting pet preparedness at the UNL ReadyCampus event. 

able to interact and watch a 
search and rescue demonstra-
tion using specially-trained 
dogs. 

Six ReadyCampus events 
have been held at universi-
ties in Kansas, Nebraska and 

Missouri during the last 
year.

Bad Day Bags, 
flashlights and water 
bottles  were distribut-
ed by Citizen Corps to 
promote preparedness.
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Workshops Focus 
on What’s Ahead
The annual Threat/Hazard Identification 
and Risk Assessment (THIRA), State Pre-
paredness Report (SPR) and Training and 
Exercise and Planning (TEPW) workshops 
were held Oct. 21-22 at the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln Innovation Campus.

The workshops give the state’s emergency 
managers an opportunity to complete work 
required for eligibility for homeland secu-
rity grant funding and develop a multi-year 
training and exercise plan for the state.

“We are consistently pleased with the great 
participation in these workshops from a 
variety of representative local, state and 
federal entities,” said NEMA Preparedness 
Section Manager Nikki Weber.
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It is not unusual for communities 
recovering from disasters to receive so 
much help from well-meaning individu-
als that donations and volunteer man-
agement often becomes more difficult 
than managing the recovery.

A Local Volunteer and Donations 
Management course presented by 
Nebraska Emergency Management 
Agency, partnering with FEMA, was 
presented at Northeast Community 
College in Norfolk on Oct. 27-28.

“I am here to learn how to avoid the 
‘second disaster’,” said Michelle Evert. 
The second disaster is a term often 
used to describe poor donation and 
volunteer management. 

Evert and Mark Arps of Colfax Coun-
ty Emergency Management requested 
the course to provide information on 
managing those resources.

 “This course created a great oppor-
tunity for the whole community – local, 
state and federal partners – to gain and 
share knowledge,” said Janet Morris of 
FEMA, who provided instructors and 
materials for the course. “Sharing ex-
periences allows us to generate sparks 
of awareness to enhance our prepared-
ness, response and recovery efforts.”

Dante Gimiecki, the state volunteer 
coordinator for Missouri State Emer-
gency Management Agency, was one 
of the instructors. 

“I am very impressed with the 
number of key players who attended 
this course,” said Gimiecki. “I wish I 
could get this kind of participation 
from our local emergency managers [in 
Missouri]. The extraordinary participa-
tion in this course by local emergency 
managers, along with key partner or-
ganizations, such as the American Red 
Cross, the United Way and Volunteer 
Partners, is one of the most impressive 
displays of collaboration and a whole 
community best practice that I have 
ever witnessed. Nebraska should be 
very proud of this level of emergency 
management professionalism,” said 
Gimiecki.

Becky Peterson said the course 
provided information that will continue 
to help with the Nebraska long-term 

recovery team in Pilger.
Peterson was thrown into manag-

ing volunteers and donations in Pilger, 
following the tornado that struck last 
June. 

“I would have been overwhelmed 
without the help of Brent Curtis, from 
NEMA, who was instrumental in help-
ing me to get a handle on this man-
agement,” said Peterson. “Day-to-day, 
things changed, and Brent was there to 
get answers to our needs and help us 
move forward in getting Pilger cleaned 
up. ”

Denise Kollath of Columbus United 
Way and Connect Columbus said the 
course helped her to understand the 
role of the United Way and the vol-
unteer center in the event of a local 
emergency.

 “It also helped me to understand 
the importance of proper messaging 
and communication to partner agen-
cies, donors, volunteers and the com-
munity as a whole,” she said.

After the Wayne tornado in 2013, 
Nic Kemnitz, emergency manager for 
Wayne County, developed a presenta-
tion about the work that is done fol-
lowing a disaster. 

“This course demonstrated that 
the local, state and federal agencies 
all need to communicate and work 
together, along with our state volun-
teer organizations active in disasters, 

in planning, exercising and training for 
managing volunteers and donations in 
future disasters,” Kemnitz said.

One of the benefits of this training 
according to Teri Roberts, the director 
of emergency management programs 
for Volunteer Partners,  is that it brings 
together professionals with extensive 
knowledge and experience.

“There is nothing more important 
to successful disaster response and 
recovery than good training,” said Rich 
Bradley, a FEMA voluntary agency 
liaison, who helped teach the course. 
“The local volunteer and donations 
course offered to emergency manag-
ers and voluntary agencies in Norfolk 
has been a great experience for all who 
attended.”

Chris Van Alstyne, federal coordinat-
ing officer from FEMA Region VII was 
complimentary of the class offered in 
Norfolk.

“I’m absolutely in awe of the great 
energy and cross talk occurring at the 
L288 course here in Norfolk!” Van 
Alstyne wrote. “The course is packed. 
Although the course ends at noon we’ll 
probably have to blow an air horn to 
finish all of the discussions and push 
folks out. We have to thank Brent 
Curtis, Janet Morris, Kristy Ray, Kathy 
Fitzgerald and others for getting na-
tionally acclaimed  instructors and the 
right audience here.”

NEMA’s Chuck Chase and Dante Gimiecki, the state volunteer coordinator for Missouri State 
Emergency Management Agency (SEMA) address participants at the Local Volunteer and 
Donations Management Course in Norfolk, Oct. 27-28.

Avoiding Second Disaster Addressed at Training
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Employee Recognition Month 

2014 Years of 
Service Ceremony

Amy Stroh, center, staff assistant II with Nebraska Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, was recognized for 40 years of service to NEMA at the an-
nual Years of Service recognition, Oct. 21, at the State Capitol. Honoring 
her were, from left, Bryan Tuma, NEMA assistant director; Lt. Gov. John 
Nelson; Phyllis McCown, administration unit supervisor for NEMA; and 
Deputy Adjutant Gen. Rich Dahlman.

Terri Kattes, administrative as-
sistant II, was unable to attend 
the ceremony;  however, she has 
served for 35 years with the 
State of Nebraska. 

Dan Hiller, planning unit supervisor, second from right, was recog-
nized for 25 years of service. Honoring him were, from left, Tuma, 
Lt. Gov. Nelson; and Gen. Dahlman.

Jackie Maly, federal aid administrator II, second from right, was 
recognized for 25 years of service. Honoring her were, from left, 
Tuma, Lt. Gov. Nelson; and Gen. Dahlman.

Tonya Ngotel, State Emergency Response Commission coordinator, 
second from right, was recognized for 10 years of service. Honoring 
her were, from left, Gen. Dahlman, Tuma and Lt. Gov. Nelson.

Patrick Rooney, planning specialist, second from right, was recognized 
for 10 years of service. Honoring him were, from left, Tuma, Lt. Gov. 
Nelson; and Gen. Dahlman.
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Great ShakeOut Earthquake Drill -- Oct. 16
Nebraska Emergency Management 

Agency staff were among the millions 
of people worldwide who participated 
in the annual Great Shakeout Earth-
quake Drill on Oct. 16. The drill was 
designed to help community members 
practice what to do in the event of an 
earthquake.

No Nebraska community is immune 
from natural hazards, and earthquakes 
are just one of the many natural haz-
ards Nebraskans could face.

“While rarer in Nebraska than in 
some places, earthquakes are still 
a potential risk, and it is one of the 
contingencies we plan for here at 
Nebraska Emergency Management 
Agency,” said Bryan Tuma, NEMA as-
sistant director. “For the Great Shake-
Out on Oct. 16, we asked Nebraskans 

to take a minute out of their day to 
drop, cover and hold on, as a practice 
for what you would do during an actual 
earthquake. 

“Even if earthquakes are rare in our 
state, they do happen where you or 
your family travels, so please plan ac-
cordingly and be safe,” Tuma said.

The Great ShakeOut Earthquake Drill 
is an annual opportunity for people 
in homes, schools and organizations 
to practice what to do during earth-
quakes, and to improve preparedness. 

According to the United States 
Geological Survey (USGS), the two 
largest earthquakes to strike Nebraska 
occurred March 28, 1964, near Mer-
riman and Nov. 15, 1877, in eastern 
Nebraska. Both were 5.1 magnitude 
earthquakes and while classified as a 

moderate event they caused consider-
able damage. The 1964 earthquake 
was felt in Montana, South Dakota and 
Wyoming, and the 1877 earthquake 
was felt in parts of Iowa, Kansas, Min-
nesota, Missouri, South Dakota and 
Wisconsin. 

Drop, Cover and Hold On is the es-
tablished protocol to follow to reduce 
injury and death during earthquakes. 

“We want all Nebraskans to know 
that they should drop to the ground, 
take cover by getting under a sturdy 
desk or table and hold on until the 
shaking stops,” Tuma said. “If it’s not 
possible to get to the floor to safely 
take cover, find an inside corner of 
the room near you that is away from 
windows and objects that could fall on 
you.”
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Gov. Dave Heineman announced 
the recipients of this year’s ‘Be Pre-
pared’ awards, recognizing volunteers 
and community organizations for excel-
lence in emergency preparedness and 
disaster response. The governor was 
joined by Lt. Gov. John Nelson, who 
serves as Homeland Security Director 
of the State, Nebraska National Guard 
Deputy Adjutant General Brig. Gen. 
Richard Dahlman and Nebraska Emer-
gency Management Agency (NEMA) 
Assistant Director Bryan Tuma to pres-
ent seven emergency preparedness 
awards.

Presented during Nebraska Pre-
paredness Month, the ‘Be Prepared’ 
awards program is in its seventh year 
of honoring Nebraskans who volun-
teer their time and energy to support 
preparedness in Nebraska communi-
ties. The awards are sponsored by the 
Nebraska Emergency Management 
Agency, in partnership with the Univer-
sity of Nebraska Public Policy Center.

“Preparing yourself and others to 
respond to any crisis is an important 
task, and those being honored today 

Governor Presents 2014 Be Prepared Awards
Volunteers & Communities Recognized for Emergency Preparedness

understand that investment,” said 
Gov. Heineman. “The award winners 
provide educational training and sup-
port to community volunteers so they 
are ready to respond in the event of 
an emergency. I’m proud to honor our 
state’s emergency volunteers. They are 
true heroes.”

The Beaver Crossing and Cordova 
Fire Departments were presented with 
an Excellence in Community Prepared-
ness Award, for creating a stronger 
community, through preparedness 
planning and disaster preparation, to 
enhance community readiness and 
resilience. The Beaver Crossing and 
Cordova Fire Departments were instru-
mental in making sure residents in and 
around their communities were pre-
pared and informed during the severe 
weather and tornadoes that took place 
on May 11. 

Both fire departments used their 
volunteer storm spotters to monitor 
the weather throughout the storms 
and activate the sirens for Beaver 
Crossing and Cordova. Throughout 
the evening, these storm spotters 

continued to relay information about 
the weather which was used by the 
National Weather Service and media 
outlets to alert residents of the im-
pending tornadoes. Their efforts made 
a difference in making sure their com-
munities were well-informed and safe 
as the storms passed through.

Ron Pughes of Edgar was presented 
with an Excellence in Community Pre-
paredness Award, for creating a stron-
ger community, through preparedness 
planning and disaster preparation, to 
enhance community readiness and 
resilience. 

Pughes, unit coordinator for the 
Central Nebraska Medical Reserve 
Corps, has made it his mission to 
have a prepared and resilient region 
in central Nebraska. In order to build 
partnerships and strengthen resilience, 
Pughes regularly trains volunteers on 
activation and deployment protocols. 
He invites community partners, such 
as emergency management personnel, 
to observe and participate in exercises 
that demonstrate their level of pre-
paredness. 

Pughes has coordinated additional 
volunteer opportunities by providing 
medical first aid at various commu-
nity events. In addition to providing a 
needed service, volunteers have the The Beaver Crossing Fire Department earned the Excellence in Community Preparedness 

award. Pictured, from left,  are Deputy Adjutant General Brig. Gen. Richard Dahlman, Lt. 
Gov. John Nelson, Jerry Zieg, Scott Petersen, Gov. Dave Heineman and NEMA Assistant 
Director Bryan Tuma.

Ron Pughes of Edgar receives an award from 
Lt. Gov. John Nelson and Gov. Dave Heine-
man.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10



The Beacon –– October 2014

Page 10

opportunity to interact with communi-
ty members to promote preparedness. 

Nicholas Kemnitz, Wayne County 
emergency manager, received the 2014 
Local Hero Award, which recognizes 
extraordinary service and leadership 
in helping residents in an emergency 
situation. 

Kemnitz has faced numerous chal-
lenges over the past year. In Octo-
ber 2013, a tornado touched down 
in Wayne and caused damage to a 
number of businesses and the airport. 
Working closely with other response 
agencies, Kemnitz was able to man-
age the incident effectively. Earlier this 
summer, severe weather and torna-
does came through northeast Nebraska 
again, this time causing extensive dam-
age to a large area including the towns 
of Pilger and Wakefield. Kemnitz drew 
on his recent experience to assist with 
the response efforts across northeast 
Nebraska, providing much needed 
resources to a number of agencies that 
were called in to respond.

The Nebraska Voluntary Organi-
zations Active in Disaster also re-
ceived the 2014 Local Hero Award, 
recognizing extraordinary service and 
leadership in helping residents in an 
emergency situation. The Nebraska 

Voluntary Organizations Active in Disas-
ter, or Nebraska VOAD, is a member-
ship-based organization that adheres 
to the principles of cooperation, 
communication, coordination, and 
collaboration in order to foster resil-
iency in communities statewide. These 
principles serve as the foundation for 
the Nebraska VOAD as it collaborates 
with local, regional, and national 

Nicholas Kemnitz, (center) Wayne County emergency manager, receives the Local Hero 
Award,  from  Gov. Dave Heineman. Pictured from left, Deputy Adjutant General, Brig. Gen. 
Richard Dahlman, Lt. Gov. John Nelson, Kemnitz, Heineman and NEMA Assistant Director 
Bryan Tuma.

The Local Hero Award went to the Nebraska Voluntary Organizations 
Active in Disaster. From left, John Treolo and Teri Roberts are pictured 
with Gov. Dave Heineman.

partners to coordinate disaster relief, 
response, and recovery efforts in times 
of disaster. Nebraska VOAD was an es-
sential partner following both the May 
16 and June 16-17 tornadoes through 
the implementation of its rapid noti-
fication and communication system. 
Once notified of the situation, member 

Citizen Corps Volunteer of the Year Dr. Ken Hermsen receives his 
award from Gov. Dave Heineman.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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organizations quickly came together 
to discuss the needs of the communi-
ties and identify who could provide the 
resources to fill those needs. Nebraska 
VOAD was also essential in facilitating 
long-term recovery efforts in communi-
ties impacted by the severe storms and 
tornadoes. 

The Citizen Corps Volunteer of the 
Year Award was presented to Ken 
Hermsen, of Omaha, for his outstand-
ing commitment and contribution to 
the Medical Reserve Corps, one of the 
partner programs of the Citizen Corps. 

Hermsen is a member of the East-
ern Nebraska/Western Iowa Medical 
Reserve Corps, where he serves on the 
decontamination team as one of its 
co-leaders. He is also very active in a 
number of other volunteer positions. 
Hermsen is a founding member of the 
Nebraska Forensic Dental Identifica-
tion Team and has been deployed as a 
forensic dentist to numerous disasters 
including the 9/11 terrorist attacks 
and Hurricane Katrina. He also helped 
found the Nebraska Mission of Mercy, 

an annual free dental clinic for under-
served communities throughout the 
state. As a professor at Creighton 
University, Hermsen is working with his 
students to encourage a spirit of giving 
back by developing a disaster response 
elective for those who wish to become 
involved in their communities’ disaster 
response efforts. Hermsen’s volunteer 
efforts have had an impact not only on 
Nebraskans, but in communities across 
the nation.

Mark Robertson, emergency pre-
paredness coordinator at the Universi-
ty of Nebraska – Lincoln Police Depart-
ment, received the Excellence in Risk 
Communication Award, recognizing his 
efforts in raising awareness of risks and 
hazards, and highlighting the need for 
all Nebraskans to be prepared. 

Robertson takes an innovative ap-
proach to delivering traditional emer-
gency preparedness information to 
the University of Nebraska – Lincoln 
community. Robertson uses social me-
dia to keep students, faculty, and staff 
informed of potential emergencies. He 

has also developed a series of humor-
ous yet informative videos on YouTube 
called the “Really Obvious Prepared-
ness Facts” series. These videos deliver 
preparedness information such as how 
to create a disaster plan, staying safe 
on campus, and understanding what to 
do in case of a fire or severe weather. 
Robertson recognizes that in order to 
reach students, he must do so in an 
engaging way. He has embraced social 
media as a way to interact with the 
UNL community and provide important 
emergency preparedness information.

Tom McMahon, of Omaha, was 
recognized with the Excellence in 
Preparedness Education and Outreach 
Award for demonstrating a commit-
ment and dedication to the safety of 
the public by volunteering to train, 
educate and promote preparedness to 
Nebraskans. 

McMahon recently retired from the 
position as the unit coordinator for the 
Eastern Nebraska/Western Iowa Medi-
cal Reserve Corps. In his time as the 
unit coordinator, McMahon developed 
strong relationships with partners 
throughout the Omaha metro area, 
including emergency management, 
public health officials, hospital admin-
istrators and other volunteer organiza-
tions. These relationships allowed him 
to bring in highly qualified individuals 
to provide training and educational 
opportunities to the Medical Reserve 
Corps volunteers. Once trained, the 
volunteers were used by these same 
agencies to assist with public health 
screenings, provide first aid at large-
scale events like the College World Se-
ries, and assist with large-scale disaster 
drills and exercises. 

McMahon recognized the value of 
building relationships in order to have 
an effective corps of volunteers. His 
work has made the Eastern Nebraska/
Western Iowa Medical Reserve Corps 
a valuable asset to the Omaha metro 
community.
Not pictured: Tom McMahon, Eastern Ne-
braska/Western Iowa MRC coordinator, 
received the Excellence in Community Edu-
cation and Outreach award.

The Excellence in Risk Communication was presented to Mark Robertson, University of 
Nebraska – Lincoln. Pictures from left, are Deputy Adjutant General Brig. Gen. Richard 
Dahlman, Lt. Gov. John Nelson, Robertson, Gov. Dave Heineman and NEMA Assistant Direc-
tor Bryan Tuma.
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www.nema.nebraska.gov

(402) 471-7421
Toll Free (877) 297-2368

Fax: (402) 471- 7433

Governor Dave Heineman

State Homeland Security Director 
Lt. Governor John Nelson

NEMA Director
Major General Daryl Bohac

Assistant Director 
Bryan Tuma

The Beacon is published monthly and 
includes emergency management 
news and activities from across the 
state. Please forward story ideas or 
photos for inclusion to:

Jodie Fawl
Public Information Officer

2433 N.W. 24th St.
Lincoln NE 68524

 402-471-7428
jodie.fawl@nebraska.gov

NEMA is charged by Nebraska statute to 
reduce the vulnerabilities of the people 
and communities of Nebraska in terms of 
injury, loss of life and property damage 
resulting from natural, technological or 
man-made disasters and emergencies. 

NEMA is responsible for coordinating the 
state response in any major emergency 
or disaster including the support of local 
governments as needed or requested, 
and coordinating assistance with the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) and other federal partners.

@NEMAtweets

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY
NEBRASKA

UPDATENEMA Staff 

The Center for Domestic Prepared-
ness welcomed NEMA Exercise Training 
Officer Chuck Chase to the Instructor 
Training Certification (ITC) course in 
Anniston, Ala., Oct. 6-10.

The ITC course provided Chase with 
an overview of instruction in adult 
learning, task analysis, and testing and 
evaluations among others. He now 
has the ability to tailor lessons using 
FEMA-approved techniques and design 
courses of instruction for his organiza-
tion.

“My job identifies gaps in current 
training throughout Nebraska,” Chase 
said. “To correct the gaps, I need to 
write or corrects lessons using FEMA 
language and methods. There is a lot 
to learn regardless of how proficient 
a person believes he is when teaching 
a class. If I see a gap in Nebraska and 
there isn’t a FEMA course that fits that 
round hole, I can make the round peg 
to fit it, in the correct language.”

ITC is a five-day course that pre-
pares emergency responders to deliver 
lectures and hands-on training in 
their local jurisdictions. The course is 
conducted in two phases: fundamen-
tal principles and applied principles. 
Students prepare lesson plans, im-

prove communication skills and deliver 
training using a variety of instructional 
technology.

“The ITC course is going to help me 
understand the process to put together 
FEMA approved lesson plans and iden-
tify any training and response areas 
Nebraska can improve.”

Completion of the ITC course com-
pleted the requirements for Chase to 
meet FEMA’s basic level of the Master 
Training Program.

Exercise Training Officer Completes 
Instructor Training Certification

Chuck Chase

Nancy Ludden joined NEMA  Oct. 6 as a staff assistant in 
the hazard mitigation unit.

She is working with grants, file management and special 
projects.

Ludden, who retired from the State Fire Marshal’s Office in 
March as deputy State Fire Marshal in the flammable liquid 
storage tank section, worked at the Fire Marshal Office for 11 
years.

A Nebraska native, Ludden enjoys reading mysteries and 
walking. She enjoys nature and walking  and makes an effort 
to get her 10,000 steps in each day.

http://www.nema.nebraska.gov
mailto:jodie.fawl%40nebraska.gov?subject=Beacon%20Submission
www.facebook.com/nema.page
https://twitter.com/NEMAtweets
https://twitter.com/NEMAtweets
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