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Nebraska State Emergency Response Commission
	
October 9, 2025, 1300 CDT
Meeting Minutes
Nebraska Department of Environment and Energy
245 Fallbrook Blvd. Hearing Room 031
Lincoln, NE  68521

I. Call to Order, Introduction of Members and Guests 
a. John Grimes called the Meeting to order at _1301_ CDT and verified public notice and availability of a copy of– NEB. REV. STAT. §§ 84-1407 THROUGH 84-1414 (1999, Cum. Supp. 2006, Supp. 2007) is available upon request. 
b. Member Roll Call —
c. Introduction of Guests —

	Member
	Affiliation
	Present

	Director:
	Thad Finneran
	Department of Environment & Energy
	

	Designee:
	Jeff Edwards
	
	X

	Director:
	Vicki Kramer
	
Department of Transportation
	

	Designee:
	Jessica Sherwood
	
	X

	Director:
	Brian Waugh
	
Nebraska State Patrol
	

	Designee:
	Jason Prante
	
	X

	Director:
	Doug Hohbein
	
State Fire Marshal
	          

	Designee:
	Bill Pfeifer
	
	X

	Director:
	Craig Strong
	Nebraska Emergency Management Agency
	

	Designee:
	Brent Curtis
	
	X

	Director:
	Steve Corsi 
	Department of Health and Human Services
	

	Designee:
	Lisa Osborne
	
	X

	
	Larry Fichtner
	NEMA - SERC Coordinator
	X

	
	Mark Lohnes
	NDEE - SERC Coordinator for Information
	X

	
	VACANT
	Municipal Government
	

	
	VACANT
	Local Elected Official
	

	
	Rod Buethe
	Firefighters
	

	
	VACANT
	Local Emergency Management
	

	
	VACANT
	Public Health
	

	

	Kim Plouzek, Vice Chair
	Environmental Protection
	

	
	Polly Jordening
	Labor
	

	
	VACANT

	School District
	

	
	  VACANT
	Small Business
	

	
	VACANT
	Agricultural Business
	

	
	John Grimes, Chair
	Chemical Industry
	X

	
	VACANT
	Highway Transportation
	

	
	VACANT
	Rail Transportation
	

	Others in attendance:
	
	
	

	
	Rob Crowder, Jesse Eret, Jim Davidsaver, Diana Chaney, Lisa Osborne, Gregg Goebel, Greg Conz, Aaron Alwood, Lisa Wegand, Tom Smith, Amanda Burki, Jacob Babb, Brandon Myers, Renee Critser, Traci Booth, Jean Engle





Approval of Agenda for October 9, 2025, Meeting.
[bookmark: _Hlk134189636]Jessica Sherwood moved to approve the agenda, and Jeff Edwards seconded the motion.  Motion carried
Approval of the minutes of the July 10, 2025, Meeting.
Jason Prante moved to approve the minutes, and Bill Pfeifer seconded the motion.  Motion carried

New Business
UP sent the updated HHFT information for counties affected by these trains.  BNSF has also been sent.
UP Railroad training was sent out by Larry so please be sure to pass the training to those that may be interested.
C.  DHHS Lisa Osborne -Nuclear reactor-power stations.  Phase 2 with 16 communities across the state with a small nuclear reactor by 2026.  If this is not placed in Southeast Nebraska, there will need to be some extra training.  Public Health will be working with communities regarding reception centers.  The amount of material that is transported across the state, more awareness should be pushed across the state.  NPPD is the lead on the small nuclear reactor, and the committee would like to see if they would be willing to attend the January meeting to do a presentation.  Jeff asked if there was going to be another meeting like there was last year and this could not be answered at this time.




Member and Stakeholder Reports
a. NEMA – Brent reported that they are moving forward and have been busy with several out for meetings and conferences.   Based on the Coast Guard response center, besides train derailments spills have been down.  There have been train derailments, but nothing that needed to be reported.  Increase on roads due to the harvest season.
b. DWEE – Jeff participated in the Kingsley Damn Full Scall Exercise, and it was well attended and the hotwash was good.  Working with EPA in case a need arises in the state.  After windstorms there was an increase in transformer damage.  Spraying has stopped for farmers with harvest.  Redoing the website software for Teir II.
c. CISA Region 7 – no report 
d. EPA – Diana reported that there were not a lot of updates.  In the event she would be furloughed, reporting would go to Dave Cozad (Division Director).
e. NSFM – Doug Hohbein has taken the role of the State Fire Marshal.  Team continues to keep their qualifications up with training.  They were called to an anhydrous leak, but before they could get there it was solved.  October 1, they responded to an unidentified package, but ended up being cosmetics.  On October 7 they were contacted by a Fire Chief that some people were cleaning a property, and they found a gallon that had cyanide written on it so DWEE was called and as long as it was not leaking, they could wrap it properly and dispose of it in Grand Island.  Putting together training for the 2026 calendar year and hope to bring in more people.  This is grant funded, so everything is still up in the air.  
f. NSP – Test evaluating technology and there are sensors in Eastern NE.  
g. Other – LEPC membership application from Todd Conley and Stephanie Buckley.  The board accepted the applications.  They did have to return one as the LEPC chair did not sign it.  Please be sure to sign the paperwork before sending.   Besides asking NPPD to do a presentation in January, if anyone has ideas, please let Larry know.  April will be the last meeting.  With the Legislature moving the SERC to NEMA, will that have any impact on LEPC’s?  There will be no impact on LEPC, NEMA is just absorbing as the coordinator.  There was discussion that maybe a letter needs to be sent out to all LEPC’s and possibly county commissioners regarding what will happen if there are any changes that the LEPC’s will need to make.
Jeff will reserve the room for the last meetings.	

Open Discussion

Public Comments

Adjournment
Brent Curtis made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Jessica Sherwood seconded.  Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 1334

Next Meeting January 8, 2026, Nebraska Department of Environment and Energy
245 Fallbrook, Blvd. Hearing Room 031, Lincoln, NE @ 1300
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